
Connecticut Summary

Overview
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) provides technical, educational, and financial

assistance to eligible farmers to address soil, water, and related resource concerns
on their land. In Connecticut, NRCS EQIP funds have leveraged financial,
educational, and technical assistance from the Cnnecticut Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), Connecticut Department of Agriculture

(DOA), and University of Connecticut Cooperative Extension System (CES)
under the guidance of the State Technical Committee, chaired by NRCS. This
collaborative approach provides greater benefits to the agricultural community

than if each agency provided assistance separately.

Accomplishments
From 1997 to 2001, 311 farmers applied for EQIP. Technical and financial

assistance were available for 86 contracts. Total project costs (financial
assistance) were $4.7 million. EQIP financial assistance provided 53 percent of
the funding ($2.5 million). DOA provided 17 percent ($505,200), and the

farmers contributed 30 percent ($1.4 million). Technical and educational assistance
to get conservation practices installed were provided by NRCS, DEP, and CES.

Outlook
EQIP funding in FY 2002 has the potential to leverage additional State of

Connecticut (DEP, DOA) funding. Connecticut
farmers, Federal and State government, and the
university have created an efficient partnership
to address agricultural environmental

responsibilities and reduce risk.
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Customer Focus
On the F reund’s F arm  i n E ast  Canaan, CT,
conser vati on pr act ices made possi bl e t hr ough
t he E QIP  P r ogram  hel p prot ect t he Bl ackberr y
and Whit ing Rivers. T he bunker  si los, whi ch

store si lage cor n and haylage had a pr oblem 
wit h high BOD l eachate enteri ng the r iver.
T hr ough EQI P, t he F reunds have install ed an
i nnovati ve l eachate coll ect ion system . The

col lecti on syst em cat ches the l eachate i n an
under ground pipi ng syst em  and pum ps the
waste to t he li ned m anure st or age st ruct ure.
T hr ough EQI P, t he F reunds al so install ed a
r oof and gutt er s over  f eeding areas. T he

r unof f  now enter s the near by st ream s
uncont am inated and t he manur e vol um e i s
l essened by t he am ount of  r ai n wat er  di ver ted; 
t hus, st or age cost s are r educed. The r oof 

r unof f  m anagement pr act ice and si lage
l eachate coll ect ion system  wer e par t  of an
agr icult ur al waste m anagem ent plan whi ch
was pr epar ed joi nt ly by t he far m, CE S, and
NRCS and appr oved by the CT Depar tm ent 

of Envir onm ental  P rot ecti on. E QIP  al so
hel ped com plete a pasture managem ent  plan
t hat i ncluded f encing, wat er ing syst em , and a
buf fer  along the Whi t ing River  to keep young

stock of f t he r i verbanks. In addi ti on, E QIP 
f unds helped pay f or  15 acres of per manent
seedi ngs on highly er odibl e lands i n t he same
wat er shed. The E QI P progr am has also
hel ped t he F reunds pr epare and f ol low a

nut ri ent  m anagem ent plan. Technical 
assist ance for t hi s plan was suppli ed thr ough a
cooper at ive agr eem ent  wit h CES . T he pl an
cover s over  487 acres of hay l and, 184 acres
of cor n, 262 acr es of  r ot ati onal pasture and 6

acr es of  vegetables. T he pl an m akes m or e

eff ici ent use of  t he nutr i ents st or ed in the

agr icult ur al wastes and r ecycl es these
nut ri ent s back i nt o t he cr ops, mi ni m izing t he
r isk of wat er  qual it y degr adat i on.  In F Y2001,
t he F reund’s used E QIP  f unds t o install  a

wat er  tr ansfer system  t hat  all ows t hem  t o
i rr igate l i quids f rom  m anure.

Ben Freund standing in one of his fields.



Connecticut EQIP Dollars and Contracts by Congressional Districts

Fiscal Year 2001    Cumulative Total (97-01)
Congressional Obligated Number of Obligated Number of
Districts Dollars Contracts Dollars Contracts
District 1 $           0 0 $     97,806 3
District 2 203,784 11 1,124,839 41
District 3 74,044  5  74,044 5
District 4 7,001  1 7,001 1
District 5 36,773 2 64,528  4
District 6 307,762  7 1,164,396  33

State Totals $629,364 26 $2,532,614 87
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